Valve-in-valve procedure: importance of the anatomy of surgical bioprostheses.
Transcatheter aortic valve implantation is an accepted and established alternative to surgical aortic valve replacement for patients with severe symptomatic aortic valve stenosis and multiple comorbidities that would make open surgery a high-risk option. It has also evolved as a suitable treatment option for degenerative surgical heart valve disease, with considerable experience in the aortic and mitral positions. To enable a successful procedure, avoiding malposition, valve embolization and coronary obstruction, clinicians should be familiar with the design, fluoroscopic appearances and implantation technique of the degenerated surgical bioprosthetic valve in situ, as well as its compatibility with currently available transcatheter valves.